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1 Cor. xiv, cg. 


o likewiſe ye, except ye. utter v 75 the 
tongue words eaſy to be underſtood, how 


Jhall it be known what is ſpoken 2 fer ye 


Be iT? into the air. 


2 HOEV ER 3 this chap- 


ö 15 . cannot, I appre- 
hend, but eaſily obſerve, 
that a principal deſign of 


the apoſtle therein is to 


ſhew, that the worſhip of God in the aſ- 


emblies of Chriſtians, ought to be perform- 
eld in a [anguage which alf that; join in it are 


- acquainted with; for he all along repreſents 
the uſe of an 13 tongue there, as 


contrary to the very end and deſign of ſuch 


aſſemblies, and by ſeveral arguments ſhews, 


not only the impropriety, but the abſur- 
dity 2 it. Ang particularly in the words 


I have 


ter with care, and without 
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1 have now read, he plainly aſſerts, that 
what is ſpoken by thoſe who officiate there- 


in, ſliou d be known by ſuch as are preſent ; 


: and therefore, that they ought to utter with 


the tongue words eaſy to be underſtood, - and 
that otherwiſe they would ſpeak into the 
air, and what — ſaid would be utterly 
loſt and unprofitable to thoſe that heard 
them. 


But ſince the days of the apoſtle ſome 


have riſen up in the world, and thoſe 
ſuch as make the greateſt pretenſions to 
religion, even to that degree as to confine 
it to themſelves, and to exclude all from the 
hope of Galvation that are not of their 


church and communion, who are of a 
different opinion from his; I mean thoſe 
of the church of Rome, who would have 


us believe, that it is better to have the 

worſhip of God performed in an unknown 

| 12 than in a language which the peo- 
ple are acquainted with. 


It may ſeem ſtrange, that any who pro- 


feſs a regard to God, and to the welfare 
of ſouls, ſhould give into an opinion and 
practice fo directly contrary to ſcripture and 
reaſon too. But when we confider in how 
many other inſtances they have depraved 
the worſhip of God, as well as the do- 


ctrines of Chriſtianity, we need not ſb 
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much wonder at this, or think it ſtrange h ; 


that a who have locked up the ſcrip- 


_ Fures 


CF, 
tures from the laity, and deny them the li- 
berty of reading them in a language they 
N underſtand, ſhould, ſtill the more to con- 
firm them in their ignorance, appoint their 


* 


ö worſhip to be in an unknown — 

+ too. 

* f Whether thay - are in the right in in- 

7 ſiſting on this, or Proteſtants in being un- 

d willing -to ſubmit to it, and in deſiring to 
have their worſhip performed in a lan- 

e guage which they are acquainted with, is 

what I am now to inquire into; and in or- 

0 der to determine this, I ſhall promes in 

le the following method. 

0 

ir I. I ſhall ſet 1 you what is the 

a doctrine of the church of Rome concern- 

fe ing this matter. 

ve ä 

he . I will ohlegvonr to give you ſome 

vn account of what St. Paul has ſaid concern- 

0 ing it in this chapter. 

o- II. 1 ſhall conſider what thoſe of the 

are church of Rome are wont to alledge in de- 

md fence of their doctrine and practiſe. And, 

nd | | 

ow IV. I ſhall then ſuggeſt ſome further 

ved reaſons why we think it not only inexpe- 

do- dient, but unlawful, to uſe an unknown 


ace in the worſhip of God. 
I. 1 
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I. I am to ſer before you, what 1s the 
doctrine of the church of Rome concerning 


this matter. And in order to this, I think 
it will be ſufficient to refer you to what 
the council of Trent has decreed concerning 
it, for that is the preſent ſtandard of their 


doctrine. Now therein it is declared, 
« That tho the maſs contain great inſtru- 


* Ction for God's faithful people, yet it 


cc ſeemed not expedient to the fathers, (7. e. 
« of that council) that it ſhould be ce- 


* lebrated every where in the vulgar tongue; 
te wherefore retaining in all churches the 
* ancient rite, (or in all places the ancient 


< rite of every church) approved by the 


c holy Roman church, the mother and 
* miſtreſs of all churches, leſt Chriſt's 


« ſheep ſhould hunger, and the children 


«* aſking bread, none ſhould be found to 
« break it to them, the holy ſynod com- 


ce mands paſtors and all that have care of 
« ſouls, that during the celebration of the 


« maſs, they ſhould frequently by them- 
«« ſelves, or others, expound ſome part of 
8 thoſe things which are read in it; and 


« among other things, let them expound the 


* myſtery of the moſt holy facrifice, (or 
** ſome myſtery of this holy ſacrifice) clpe- | 
« cially on ſundays and feaſts, WE” 
And in the next canon they add, c If 8 
** any one ſhall ſay, that maſs ought to be 
| " 9 
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ee celebrated only in the vulgar tongue, let 
« him be anathema.” * 
Thus has the council of Trent decreed : 


but that we may have a clearer view of 
the ſtate of. this controverſy between the 


church of Rome and us, it may be proper 


here to remark a few things, as particu- 
1 5 

1. That they ſeem to confine it to pub- 
lick worſhip, for they ſpeak of the.celebra- 


tion of the maſs ; and ſome of their divines 
have faid concerning private worſhip, 
« That it is lawful for every one to offer 
ec his leſſer prayers to God, in what tongue 


< 


ſoever he pleaſes ; and that all Catho- 


& licks are taught to ſay their private pray- 


ce ers in their mother tongue.” Tho' I 
ſee no. reaſon why the one ſhould be in an 


unknown tongue any more than the other, 


ſince we ought to act from the like princi- 
ples, and for the ſame ends, and with a 
like frame and temper of mind in the one 


as the other. And I am apt to believe, 


that if this liberty be allowed, it is too ſel- 
dom practiſed, and that it is no uncom- 


-mon thing for thoſe of their communion 


to ſay even their private prayers in Latin, 


tho' they underſtand nothing of that lan- 
guage. 


* Se 22. e. 8, 9. 
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2. That by the vulgar tongue is meant 
the language that is commonly ſpoke 
in any country, and which therefore the 
inhabitants of it are univerſally acquainted 
with; as ſuppoſe Enghſh in England, 
Dutch in Holland, French in France, &c. 
In this ſenſe it is that we affirm the wor- 
ſhip of God ought to be in the vnſgar 


| tongue, i. e. in every country in the lan- 


guage that is commonly uſed there, and 
ſo univerſally underſtood by the inhabi- 
tants of it. - But this our adverſaries deny, 
by appointing their maſs to be in Latin, 
which is now a dead language, and is 
no Where commonly ſpoken or generally 
underſtood in any part of the world. 
: Q@E would further obſerve, that the 


comcil' don't ſay it is abſolutely unlaws- 
ful that divine worſhip ſhould be per- 


formed in the vulgar tongue, but only 
that it did not appear to them expedrent 


it ſhould be fo; whereby they feem to 


have reſerved to themſelves a liberty of 


difpenfing with this upon proper occaſions; 


and perhaps they may have done fo m 
fome inſtances, and particularly in Pro- 
teſtant countries, the better to gain pro- 
ſelytes among them. But tho they ſeem 
to ſpeak with ſo much tenderneſs, 


at the fame time they injoin the retaining 


what they call the „ antient rite, ap- 
“proved by the holy Roman church, the 
e mother 
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tc mother and miſtreſs of all churches,” 1. e. 
the Latin ſervice; and inſtead of allow- 
ing the maſs in the vulgar tongue, only 


appoint paſtors or others, now and then 


to explain ſome parts of it to them; which 
ſhews that if at any time they have dil- 
penſed with it, and indulged the celebration 


of it in the vulgar tongue, it has been 
more from conſtraint than choice; and 
that it is their opinion and deſire that it 
ſhould always and every where be cele- 
brated in Latin. Yea, ſo very intent were 
they upon eſtabliſhing this, that tho it was 
«« earneſtly deſired, and ſtrenuouſly urged 


£ by the Emperor, the King of France, 


<« the King of Poland, the Duke of Boa: 


© 71a, &c. that the publick ſervice might 5 
d be in a language underſtood by thoſe 


that heard it, they could not prevail, 
but an Anathema is denounced againſt 
« thoſe that ſay the maſs ought to be 


celebrated in the vulgar tongue. And 


ſince that time, when ſome in France had 


publiſhed a tranſlation of the Miffal into 


French, Pope Alexander the 7th heavily 


complains of it, and in a Brief ſent to the 
clergy of France on that occaſion, © ſtiles 
« the authors of it, ſons of p perdition, and 


c repreſents it as a novelty which he ab- 


% horred and deteſted as the ſeed-plot of 


p i * Stratfrd's Neceſſity of Reformation, Part 2. ch. 3. 
B 2 cc diſ- 
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Pons 


A 


« ſchiſm, and of many other evils ; and 
ce Fe that French Miſſal, or what 


* 


«© manner, he condemns, reprobates and 
0 


A 


the ſtate of their affairs may now and then 


put them upon, we fee they are againſt 


tranſlations ; and I am afraid that it any of 


the common people ſhould defire a Bible 


or a Prayer-Book in the vulgar tongue, in 


Spain or Italy or Portugal, it would be 

enough to brin mins him under the ſuſpicion 
all only add under this 

head, . whereas the council fays, 


That leſt Chriſt's ſheep ſhould hunger, 


of hereſy. 


« and the children asking bread, none 
« ſhould be found to break it to them, 


A 


therefore they command paſtors and all 
e that have care of ſouls, that during the 
c celebration of the maſs they expound 
e ſome part of thoſe things that are read 
in it;“ they herein plainly allow that 
it is fit the prope ſhould underſtand ſome- 


thing of what they are about, for other- 
wile why is any part of it ordered to be 
expounded to them ? And yet in the pro- 


viſion that is made for this more zeal is 
 ſhewn for their Latin ſervice, than kind- 


neſs and concern for them, who {ſurely 


+ Bulla Alex. VII, 1661. 


diſobedience, raſhneſs, ſedition, and 


ſhall hereafter be publiſhed in any other 


forbids. 4 80 that whatever compliance 


would 


{43.1 

would be much more edified by having 
the inſtructions and prayers contained in 
it, in a language they underſtand, than 
they uſually are by the expoſitions which 
their Prieſts give of them. = 

Thus we ſee what is the do&rine of the 
church of Rome, that they are againſt the 
uſe of the vulgar tongue in public wor- 
ſhip; and their practice is agreeable to it, 
for it is their cuſtom in all places to cele- 
brate their divine offices in the Latin 
tongue,: —_ 


II. Let us now ſee what St. Paul has 
faid in this chapter, concerning the lan- 
guage which is to be uſed in Chriſtian aſ- 
ſemblies; and when we conſider this, I 
doubt not we ſhall eaſily diſcern, that he 
is ſo far from giving any countenance to 
our worſhipping God there in an unknown 
tongue, that he very plainly and expreſsly 
= condemns it. That which gave occaſion 
= to what he has delivered in this chapter, 
was the unbecoming behaviour of ſome 
in the church of Corinth, who being in- 


ſpired with the gift of tongues, were too 


apt to overvalue themſelves upon it, fo 
that it became too uſual a practiſe among 
them to preach and pray and ſing pſalms 
in languages unknown to their audito : 
without ever interpreting what they faid, 
into the vulgar tongue, This the apoſtle 

| — condemns 
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144 
condemns as an unwarrantable practiſe, and 
the arguments he makes uſe of to this pur- 
poſe are ſuch as fully ſhew, that the wor- 
ſhip of God in Chriſtian aſſemblies, ought 


to be in a language, in which all that are 


preſent may join, and be profited by it. | 


Particularly he ſhews, _ 

In the firſt place, That the worſhip of 
God in an unknown tongue 1s contrary to 
one great end and den of worſhip, which 


is, the edification and advantage of thoſe 


that attend upon it. He lays it down as 
a general rule, ver. 26. That in publick 


aſſemblies all things ſhould be done to edify- 


ing, and thro' the greateſt part of the 


chapter he repreſents the inſtruction and 


advantage of the people, as what ſhould 
be the principal aim of thoſe who officiate 
in them, He exhorts indeed the Corin- 


thians to deſi re ſpiritual gifts, but rather 


that they might propheſy, or be able to in- 


terpret the ſcripture, ver. 1. And the reaſon 
of this he aſſigns, ver. 2, 3, 4, 5. For, 
ſays he, he that ſpeaketh in an unknown 
tongue, Heabetb not unto men but unto God, 
for no man underſtandeth him. But he that 


prophefieth, ſpeaketh unto men to ediſicatiun, 
and exbortation, and comfort. He that 


ſpeaketh in an unknown tongue edifieth him- 
ſelf, but he that prophefieth edifieth the 
church. TI would that ye all pate with 
tongues, but rather that ye prophefied, for 


greater 
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greater is he that prophefieth, than he that 
ſpeaketh with tongues, except he interpret, 


that the church may receive ediſying. Where 
he all along goes upon this reaſonable ſup- 
poſition, that what is not underſtood, can 
never edify, and conſequently that ſpeaking 


in an unknown tongue mult be altogether 


unprofitable, becauſe it is not underſtood by 


thoſe that hear it. And hence it is that he 


afterwards ſays, ver. 18, 19. I thank my 


God T fheak with tongues more than you all, 
yet in the church I had rather fheak five 
words with my 


underſtanding, that by my 
voice I might teach others alſo, than ten 
rhon/and words in an unknown tongue. From 
all which it plainly appears, that in the 
opinion of the apoſtle, preaching or pray- 

ing in an unknown tongue, is by no means 


> allowable in Chriſtian aſſemblies, becauſe 
thereby one great end of them is defeated, 


which is the ed:ficat:on of the people. 
Again, he repreſents it as abhurd in itſelf, 
for men to ſpeak to others in a language 


which they are unacquainted with, and 


which can be of no more uſe to em, than 
if they were wholly filent. This he illu- 
ſtrates by the ſimilitude of a pipe or harp 
to thoſe that dance, when they give no 


diſtinCtion in the ſounds, and to a trumpet 


to thoſe who are to prepare for the battle, 
when it gives an uncertain ſound; in which 
catc neither the one nor the other knows how 


V [x6] 
17 to act. And, fays he, v. 7, 8, 9. Even 
1 things without J ife, giving found, whether 
10108 pipe or harp, except they give a diſtinction 
{4188 in the ſounds, how ſhall it be known what 
198 is piped or harped * For if the trumpet give 
1 an uncertain found, who ſhall prepare him- 
108 elf to the battle? So likewiſe you, except © 
Wl! pe utter with the tongue words eaſy to be 
|; underſtood, how ſhall it be known what is 
1 ſpoken ? And he goes on, v. 10, II. There 
1 are, it may be, ſo many voices in the world, 

N and none of them are without 2 qmification. 
oy PDbergfore if I know not the meaning of the 
i voice, T ſhall be unto him that ſpeaketh a 
"js Barbarian, and he that ſpeaketh ſhall b 
bw : /peaketh ſhall be a 


Bi itt Barbarian unto me. Now the plain deſign 

11 of all this is to ſhew, that as the end of 
1 ſpeaking is to be underſtood, ſo where this 
bi | end is not attained, it is all in vain, and to 
E | i | no purpoſe ; and the prayers a praiſes _ 


5 that are uttered in a language which the 
1 people underſtand not, can be no better 
ile than ſpeaking into the air, and abuſing 
1 them with empty ſounds, and muſt render 
{1s both him that ſpeaks, and them that hear, 

| Barbarians to one another. And as this 
Wh would be accounted abſurd even in com- 
=! mon converſation, much more muſt it be 
| ſo in the worſhip of God. 
| Another argument which the apoſtle 
. makes uſe of is, That all who attend in 
5 publick aſſemblies, ought to join in the 
5 1 worſhip 
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worſhip which is performed there; but that 


this is render'd impracticable to thoſe who 


are ſtrangers to the language in which it 
is performed. This he urges, v. 15; 16. 


Having before directed thoſe who were 
zealous of ſpiritual gifts, to feek-that they 
might excel to the ediſfying of the church; 


and when they ſpake with an unknown 


tongue, to pray that they might interpret, 
becauſe without this, 2% the ſpirit prayed, 


the underſtanding would be unfruitful, and 
what was ſpoken could not be underſtood 


by thoſe that heard it; he adds, v. 15. 
What is it then? I will pray with the ſpirit, 


and will pray with the underſtanding alſo ; 


T1 will ſing with the ſpirit, and I will ſing 
_ with the underſianding alſo, Where, tho 


he does not forbid their praying or ſing- 
ing under a divine affatus, yet he would 


have them to perform both, ſo that others 


might underſtand and join with them there- 


in. And v. 16. he gives the reaſon of 


this: Ei,, ſays he, when thou ſhalt bleſs with 


* 


the ſpirit, how ſhall he that boccupięth the 
room of the unlearned ſay Amen at thy giving 
of thanks z ſeerng he under ſtandeth a0t : what 

thou ſayeſt? Where he very plainly ſhews, 


that all who are preſent in Chriſtian aſ- 
ſemblies ſhould be able to join in the wor- 
ſhip performed there; but that they are 


rendred incapable of this when he who of- 


ficiates therein, ſpeaks in a language which 
J 


1 


1 181 
„ they are ignorant of. And ſure both theſe 
[71 mult be readily acknowledged by all that 


| 
5 4 
| ' allow themſelves to conſider. If Chriſtians 
144 
1 have no concern in the worſhip which 1s 
1088 performed in publick aſſemblies; if, when 3 
= E THE = : 
1 the miniſter is employed i in prayer, or in 
N 7 
1 confeſſion of fin, or in rendring praiſes and 7 
| t ; 


Wl | thankſgiwings to o God, the people are not 1 
1 at all obliged to join with him therein; to Y 
81018 what purpoſe is it i that they attend there? Z 
Al 1} they may as well be abſent from, as pre- 5 
1 ſent in ſuch aſſemblies. But if they ought 
118 to be there, and to bear a part in the wor- 
| ſhip performed in them, (which the apo- 
[il {tle here plainly intimates, and our adver- 
Vis faries themſelves do allow) how is it poſſi- 
* ble they ſhould diſcharge their duty, when. 
of 1 the whole of the fervice is in a language 
_ $i they underſtand not; or, as the apoſtle 
SW |} i expreſſeth it, How ſhall he that occupueth 
[108 _ the room of the unlearned' jay Amen, al thy. 
"8 giving f thanks, ſeeing he. underſtandeth not 
0 hat thou fayet? 7. e. How ſhall the body 
|. of the people (who are intended by ſuch as 
coC0.ccupy the room of the unlearned) declare 
Fj their conſent to, and concurrence in the 
1 prayers and praiſes that are offered to God, 
©1118 when they underſtand not what is ſaid? 


— 
— 


Fil And if for this reaſon the uſe of an un- 
0 known tongue was condemned in the church 
{i of Corenth; becauſe the unlearned eould not 
i Jon in the — — praiſes that were 
1 pronounced 
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pronounced in it, then for the ſame reaſon 
muſt it be condemned in the church of 
Rome, fince the common people know as 


little of their Latin ſervice, as they did of 
infpired and uninterpreted prayers. | 
Again, the apoſtle ſhews, That their 


ſpeaking in unknown tongues in Chriſtian 
aſſemblies, was 70 pervert the end for which 


the gift of tongues was afforded. As this 
was a miraculous gift, ſo a principal end 


and deſign of it was (in common with 
other miracles) to confirm the truth of the 
| goſpel, and to perſuade men to embrace the 


doctrine of it. But tho' it was neceſſary to 


ſpread Chriſtianity in the world, yet there 
was no occaſion for the uſe of it among 
thoſe who were already converted to the 
Chriſtian faith. This is inſiſted on, v. 21, 


22. In the law, (or the Old Teſtament) 
ſays he, it is written, With men of other 
tongues and other lips will I ſpeak unto this 


people, and yet for all that will they not hear 
me, faith the Lord; which by ſome is in- 
terpreted as referring to the obſtinacy of 


many who perſiſted in their unbelief, tho 


fach as preached the goſpel to them, had 
the gift of ſpeaking in languages they had 
never learn'd, from whence they might be 


aſſured they had them by divine inſpiratl- 


on, and therefore that the doctrine they 
delivered was of God. And hereupon he 
adds, Wherefore tongues are for a fign, not 
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faith, and wanted on 


in their infidelity. 


We 


to them that believe, but to them that believe 


not; but propheſying ſerveth not for them 
that believe not, but for them which believe. 


Wherein he ſhews, that they . were of no 


uſe in Chriſtian aſſemblies, and among 
thoſe who had embraced the Chriſtian 
ly to be further in- 
ſtructed and eſtabliſhed therein ; but that 
it was propheſy:ng, or ſpeaking in their 
own language, that was more proper for 
them. And if, upon this account, the apo- 


ſtle forbids the uſe of ſuch inſpired langua- 


ges in their ſtated aſſemblies, his reaſoning 
will be equally ſtrong againſt the uſe of the 
Latin tongue in divine worſhip now; for 
as that can have no pretence to be a ſign to 
them that believe not, ſince it is not re- 
ceived by inſpiration, but acquired in the 
uſe of means; ſo neither is it ſuited to the 
edification of them that believe, ſince it is 
not generally underſtood by them. Lea 

further, 


The apoſtle repreſents their uſing an un- 


known tongue in their religious aſſemblies, 
as What had a tendency to expoſe them 
and their worſhip to the contempt and ridi- 
cule of unbelievers, who might happen to 


come in among them, and ſo confirm them 
Whereas, on the other 
hand, when thoſe who miniſter, inſtead 
of ſpeaking i in an unknown tongue, plain- 
ly interpret ſcripture, and ſpeak of the 

great 
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great truths of Chriſtianity in a language 
intelligible and proper, a heathen or un- 
learned perſon coming in would probably 


be convinced, and become a convert to it. 


This argument the apoſtle urges, v. 23. 7 
therefore, ſays he, the whole church be come 
together into one place, and all ſpeak with 


tongues, and there come in thoſe that are un- 


learned or unbelievers, will they not ſay you 


are mad? Whereby he intimates that they 


would have juſt reaſon to think ſo; for to 
what purpoſe do men ſpeak in ſuch aſſem- 
blies, if it is not with a deſign to be un- 
derſtood; or with what advantage can 


others attend upon them, if they under- 


ſtand not what is ſpoken ? When men are 


met together for the warſhip of God, and 


a ſtranger comes in among them to obſerve 


What they are doing, who hearing only 


an empty ſound of unintelligible words 
which he can make nothing of ; and upon 
inquiry of thoſe who by their poſtures and 
geſtures ſeem to be very devout in it, ſhould 
find, that neither do they underſtand any 
thing of what is ſaid; would he not here- 
upon be tempted to look upon them rather 
as a company of men out of their wits, 
than as a worſhipping aſſembly ? And if, 
at that time, the ſpeaking with tongues in 
Chriſtian aſſemblies, which were not un- 
derſtood by the people, was in the apoſtle's 
opinion a reproach upon religion, and 

| tended 
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tended to prejudice men againſt it; may 
not this with equal reaſon be ſaid of the 


Nomiſi Latin Service, which is no more 


underſtood by the generality of thoſe that 
join in it, than thoſe were then? But, as 
he goes on, ver. 24, 2 5. F all propheſy, 
and there come in one that believeth not, or 


ts unlearned, be is convinced of all, he is 


judged of all. And thus are the Sow of 


his heart made manifeR, and fo falling down 


Ee 
[45:88 
788 
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—_ 
2 
3 Ke 
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on bis face he will worſhip God, and report | 


that God is in you of a truth. When they 
that miniſter in holy things ſpeak in a lan- 
guage underſtood by all, and in a manner 

ecoming the ſolemnity and importance of 
what they are about ; this is a proper 


means of keeping up the credit of reli- 


gion, and of perſuading men to embrace | 


I ſhall only add in the laſt place, That 


to give the greater force to all that he had 


ſaid, the apoſtle aſſures us in the cloſe of 


his diſcourſe on this fubje&, That the things 
which be had written, to the Corinthians, 
were the commandments of the Lord; and 
that no true prophet, or any one really in- 


ſpired, durſt deny it. He ſharply rebukes 


thoſe. Chriſtians for the diſorder and con- 


fuſion they had brought into Chriſtian aſ- 


ſemblies, ver, 36. and then adds, ver. ay, 
IF any man think himſelf to be a prophet, 
or pi ritual, let bim acknowledge that the 
| 5 bins 
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things that I write unto you, are the com- 
* mandments of the Lord. And fare this is a 

7 conſideration that ſhould ſilence all 9 
| jections, and be of greater weight and au- 
thority with as _ Ae cane of 7; rene 5 
1 deeron. But, 


II. 1 ka to Sw 4 thoſe of 


the church of Rome are wont to alledge in 
rets of defence of their dx@rine and pratiiſe.. 1 
here 1 ſhall firſt take notice of what they 

urge to evade the force of the apoſtles rea- 
ſoning in this chapter, and from whence 


they would ſhew that it does not conclude. 
againſt, them. And then I ſhall confider 
ſons further p leas they make uſe of to ſup- 


7 port their e e 5 practiſe of * K 


brating the worſhip of God, in a language 
Which is not onderiood by the common 


There a ate 55 thin g8 which ae urge 


ofe of | to evade the force of the apoitle's reaſon- 
O 4 | 


things | 


ing in this chapter, the . 5 of which are 
drawn from an imagined difference in the 


| caſe which he refers to, from what it is 


now. Of this they endeavour | to produce 
ſeveral inſtances, from whence they. would 
infer, at What he ſays, does not affect 
them. 

They y pretend, cc That the a tle docs 
te not 15 eak of their ſtated a — — for 
ba + publck warſhip, but of me more pri- 


vate 
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“ vate conferences, or ſpiritual exerciſes; 
in which they were wont to edify one 
= another when the publick ome was 
«Over. 

But in anſwer to this: Tho it ſhould 
be allowed that ſuch exerciſes were in uſe 
among them, and that the apoſtle might 
have fome regard to them ; yet that- he 
ſpeaks only of theſe, is fo far from being 


true, that I think the contrary muſt be evi- 
dent to any one that reads his diſcourſe 


without prejudice ; for it is plain from ver. 
23, and 28. that he ſpeaks of ſuch exer- 


ciſes as were performed in the publick E 


aſſembly, and when the whole church was 


come together into one place. Beſides, if in 


fuch leſſer aſſemblies they were to uſe: A 
language which was underſtood by all pre- 


ſent, and not to ſpeak in an unknown 


tongue, unleſs there were ſome to inter- 


pret, then certainly they muſt be -equally 
obliged to do this, when they were met to- 
gether in more publick and ſolemn aſſem- 
blies; and the reaſon which the apoſtle aſ- 
ſigns for it, that all things ſhould be done- 


to edifying, "muſt be as ſtrong, yea I 
in this caſe than in the other. 
They further pretend, . That the apo- 


« {tle in this chapter only forbids the uſe of N 


„ ſuch languages in the worſhip of God, 
* as were miraculous and inſpired, and un- 


1 5 by none preſent, any more than 


e Perjic 
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tt Perfc or Arabic would be by us now; 
te but that he does not ſpeak of thoſe that 
c are acquired by ſtudy, and are com- 
* monly underſtood by ſome in all places.” 
This is an argument much inſiſted on by 
many of their writers; but as it is precari- 
ouſly ſaid, and without any proof, ſo the 
weakneſs of! it will eaſily appear, if we con- 
Rider, 
That tho its true he ſpeaks of ſuch lan- 
guages as were miraculous, and which they 
had the gift of by inſpiration, yet he does 
not condemn the uſe of them, becauſe they 

were miraculous, but becauſe they were un- 
| known, and not underſtood by thoſe that 
attended there; by which means he that 
| ſpoke, did but ſpeak into the air, and was 
a Barbarian to them; what he ſaid was al- 
together unprofitable ; and they could not 
ſay amen to his prayer or bleſſing. And if 
this was the reaſon why he forbids the uſe 
of them, as it appears to be from the whole 
ſcope of his diſcourſe, then his prohibition 
muſt be underſtood as extending to any 
other language, which tho' it be acquired, 
yet is unknown to the generality of thoſe 
who make up Chriſtian aſſemblies. Be- 
ſides, 
Tho the Latin tongue be more known 
now, than thoſe languages might be which 
were then ſpoken by inſpiration, yet it is 


no where a living language, or generally 
D underſtood 
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underſtood by the inhabitants of any eoun- 


try, no not at Rome itſelf ; and therefore to 
the greateſt part of mankind it muſt be ati 


unknown tongue, and as ſuch the uſe of it 


in the publick worſhip of God, is con- 
demned by the apoſtle in this chapter. 
© They would indeed perſuade us, that the 
e apoſtle ſpeaks only of barbarous tongues 


« and ſuch as were wholly unknown to 


ee them that heard them, but not of thoſe 
ec which were underſtood by learned and 
« civil people in every great city, as Latin 
< js. But thus to explain the apoſtle, is 
in reality to contradict him; for it isevi- 
dent from the whole tenor of his diſ- 


_ courſe, that he would have divine worſhip 


performed in a language which is under- 
ftood by the unlearned as well as the learned, 


and by the meaneſt as well as the more 


polite in every place; and particularly from 
ver. 16. where he fays, Elf when thou 


ſhalt bleſs with the ſpirit, how ſhall he that 


occupreth the room of the unlearned Ja) Amen 
to thy giving of thanks, ſeeing he underſtand- 


eth not what thou ſayeſt. I know that by 


him that occupreth the room of the unlearned, 
they would underſtand one that ſupplied 
the place, and was to anſwer in the ffead 
of thoſe that were unlearned. But beſides 


that there was no ſuch cuſtom at that time. 


and that every one was to ſay amen for him- 
ſelf, this ſenſe of the expreſſion is fo con- 


trary 


23 
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7 to the plain meaning of the original 
woos that Bellarmine himſelf rejects it, 


and ſays, That they don't ſignify one 


te that acts for, or inſtead of the idiot 


c and unlearned, but one that ſits in the 


ce place of ſuch, and 3 is himſelf unlearned.” 


And as the ſenſe which they would put 
upon the apoſtle's deſign in this chapter, is 


very unjuſt, ſo methinks it is very unchari- 


table too, ſince it excludes the far greateſt 
part of thoſe who uſually make up Chri- 


ſtian aſſemblies from joining in the worſhip. 
performed in them. If it be of no uſe to 


underſtand what 1s faid in the duties of 


divine worſhip, why are they not per- 
formed in a language unknown to the 


learned as well as the unlearned, why not 
in Perfic or Arabic as well as Latin ? But 


if it be of uſe, as unqueſtionably it is, what 
right have the learned to it above the un- 


learned, and why may not theſe inſiſt up- 
on it as their privilege, as well as the other? 
If the unlearned are obliged to worſhip 
God as well as the learned, then ſure it 


would be much more charitable to have 
their prayers in the vulgar tongue which 
both are acquainted with, than in Latin, 
which is underſtood only by a few. 
Another pretence whereby they would 
evade the force of the apoſtle's reaſoning in 
this chapter, is drawn from the different 


caſe of Chriſtians now, from What it was 


D 2 at 
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at that time, from whence they would in- 
fer, That tho then it might be proper to 


have their publick ſervices in a known 
tongue, yet there is not the like occaſion 
for it j.. They would have it that the 


rules which the apoſtle here lays down, 
were only temporary and ſuch as ſuited the 
condition of the church at that time, but 
that the ſtate of the church being ſince 


altered, they are now no longer to be ob- 
terved. And if we inquire wherein the 


difference lies between thoſe days and the 
preſent, they tell us, that Chriſtians then 


_ were weak in the faith, and very ignorant 


of the principles of Chriſtianity, and there- 


fore they ſtood in need of being inſtructed 
and edified, and to that end it was proper 


that the offices of religion ſhould be per- 
formed in a language which they under- 
ſtood ; but that now they are fo well in- 


ſtructed in religion, and eſtabliſhed in the 
faith, that they have no need of further 


inſtruction and edification, This is alledged 
by ſeveral of their writers, and particular- 


ly by Harding the Jeſuit in his controverſy 
with Biſhop Jewel.“ Sure it is a fign they 
are put to very hard ſhifts, when they 

can uſe ſuch an argument as this to ſup- 
port their cauſe. When we compare the 
Primitive Chriſtians with thoſe of after. 


* Art. 3. Sect. 30. 


ages, 
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ages, or at the preſent day, I am apt to 
believe we ſhall all be ready to conclude, 
that the preference, both in point of Know- 
ledge and faith ought to be given to the 
former; and I think we have very good 
reaſon for it, ſince we find the apoſtle in 
all his epiſtles giving ſo great commenda- 
tions of them, and particularly giving thanks 
to God on the behalf of the Chriſtians of 
Corinth, for the grace of God which was 
given them by Feſus Chriſt, that in every 
thing they were enriched by him in all ut- 
terance and in all knowledge, ſo that they 
came behind in no gift, waiting for the 
coming of our Lord Feſus Chrift.* Now 
this being the character of thoſe Chriſtians, 
I think we may appeal to the divines of the 
Romiſh church themſelves, whether they 
can pretend that thoſe of their communion 
do excel or even equal the Chriſtians in the 
apoſtle's days. Perhaps in ſome ſort they 
may ſeem to do ſo in point of Faith; for 
being taught to believe as the church be- 
lieves, and to receive all her doctrines and 
deciſions implicitly, without ever inquiring 
into the grounds and reaſons of them, when 
they are once brought to this, they may 
tand in little need of any further improve- 
ment. But if they were to be inquired in- 
to as to their knowledge in the doctrines 


a; Chap. i i. % % 7. 
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of Chriſtianity, I fear it would ſoon appear 


that they have made no ſuch progreſs there- 


in, as <4 be above the need of further in- 
ſtruction. And if the fact upon which 
they found the difference between the pri- 


mitive Chriſtians, and thoſe in their com- 


munion, be not true, then the inference 
they would draw from it muſt be wrong. 
And indeed, I doubt not it will hold much 
ſtronger the other way, and that we may 
with much better reaſon conclude, That 


fince the apoſtle thought a known tongue 


in the worſhip of God was neceſſary for 
the Chriſtians of that age, it muſt be much 
more ſo in our day. 

Beſides this plea which they make uſe of 
ſuppoſes or allows, that where Chriſtians 


are weak in faith, and but of little know- 
ledge in religion, (which they would have 


to be the caſe of Chriſtians in the apoſtle's 
days) it is fit they ſhould have the offices 
of religion in a language they underitand ; 


which is in effect to give up the cauſe, 


ſince in all places there are ſome ſuch to 
be found; and yet even this is contrary 
to their ordinary practiſe, and what they 
don't allow in any country, no not among 
the Indians themſelves, 


Again, they urge as a further inflance of 


the difference between thoſe prayers and 


praiſes which the apoſtle ſpeaks of in this 
chapter, and thoſe which are contained in 
their liturgy, «That the principal end of 

g 6% the 


1 


« the former was the inſtruction and edi- 


ec fication of the people, which end could 


“not be attained, unleſs they were ſpoken 
« in a known tongue, or afterwards in- 
a. terpreted ; but that the chief end of di- 
« vine offices is not the inſtruction and 


* conſolation of the people, but the wor- 


de ſhip of God.” Thus Bellarmine ſays, * 


and the Rbemiſts to the ſame purpoſe, 
„That prayers are not made to teach, 
c make learned, or increaſe knowledge, 


« tho' by occaſion they ſometimes inſtruct 


e but their ſpecial uſe is, to offer up our 


« hearts, deſires, and wants to God.” 11 
But the anſwer to this is eaſy and ob- 


vious, that what they aſſert is not true in 


itſelf, and therefore what they would in- 
fer from it, muſt fall to the ground. They 


affirm that the principal end of thoſe re- 
ligious exerciſes which the apoſtle ſpeaks of, 


was the inſtruction and conſolation of the 
people. But this is faid without any proof, 
and contrary to the nature and deſign of 
all religious aſſemblies, the principal end 
of which is to worſhip God, or to pay 
their homage and ſervice to him. And if 
this be the chief end of all ſuch aſſemblies, 


why ſhould it not be allowed to be ſo of 
thoſe which are referred to in this chapter ? 


Again, when they fay, That the principal 
end of divine offices is not the inſtruction 


* De verbo, L. 8. e. 16. 
＋ Annot. on 1 Cor, xiv. p. 545. 
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and conſolation of the people, but the wor- 
ſhip of God; they ſeem to inſinuate, that 


the inſtruction and conſolation of the peo- 


ple is no end at all of them, or fo very in- 
conſiderable, that it need not be intended; 

to aſſert which is contrary both to ſerip- 
ture and reaſon too. Thus in this argu- 
ment they oppoſe thoſe ends to each other, 
which are not only very conſiſtent, but 
ought never to be ſeparated... No doubt 
but the worſhip of God, and our paying 


our homage to him, is the firſt and prin- 


cipal end of all the inſtitutions of religion, 
and what ſhould be chiefly aimed at in all 
our attendances upon them; but then the 


inſtruction and edification of the people is a 


ſecondary and ſubordinate end of them, and 
to which a regard is always to be had in 


the uſe of them, as the apoſtle expreſsly 


ſhews throughout the whole of this chap- 


ter; and therefore unleſs it could be proved 
that either the inſtruction of the people is 


no end of divine offices, or that the wor- 
ſhip is compleat, tho' that end be not re- 
garded or attained, the argument is of no 
force ; for if it be an end, and the ſer- 
vice defective where that end is not pur- 


ſued, then its being only a ſubordinate, and 
the other the principal -end, will by no 
means juſtify the uſe of an unknown 
tongue, which muſt render it altogether 


unedifying to them. 
| Thus 
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Thus J have conſidered the principal of 
thoſe pleas which the Popiſh writers are 


wont to urge to evade the force of the apo- 


ſtle's arguments in this chapter, for the uſe 
of a known tongue in the publick worſhip 
of God ; and, upon the whole, I hope it 


appears, that ' notwithſtanding what they 


have to ſay, he was ſo far from counte- 
nancing the doctrine and practiſe of the 
church of Rome, that he expreſsly con- 
demns it. But before I diſmiſs this head, 


there is one thing more which I muſt not 


omit to take notice of, which is, that find- 
ing themſelves preſſed with the ſtrength of 
his reaſoning, they have found out a ſhort 
Way of anſwering him, and that is, by 
oppoſing the authority of their church to 
his authority, yea to that of God himſelf. 
St. Paul has ſaid, v. 37. that the things 
which he had written were the command. 
ments of the Lord; but, ſay they, The 
church does not at all offend in depart- 
« ing from this inſtitution of St. Paul, it 


<« being left free to the church, not only 


A 


te to violate this inſtitution of St. Paul, but 


* alſo the inſtitutions of God himſelf, ſup- 
«« poſing them to have been once profit- 
able to the church, but now unprofit- 


« able.” This is expreſsly ſaid by one of 
their authors; * and this argument of the 
» Hoffmeſt. in 1 Cor. xiv. p. 272. „ 
2 * church's 


IF 
church's authority is largely inſiſted on 
by Dr. Cole, at a diſputation held before 
the lords at Weſtminſter, in the beginning 
of Q. Elizabeth's reign. * And if they 
were able to make good their claim to this 
exorbitant power and authority, I own 
this would be a full anſwer, and we ſhould 
be obliged to ſubmit to them, not only in 
this, but in every other inſtance wherein 
they have corrupted the worſhip of God. 
But if it appears that the church has no ſuch 
power as this, I hope we may ſtill abide by 
what the apoſtle has ſaid, not meerly as 
his own opinion, but as the mind of our 
Lord Jeſus. We are aſſured of his com- 
miſſion and inſpiration, but we have no 
ſuch evidence of the authority and infalli- 
bility of the Pope and his Council, as to 
oblige us to ſubmit to their deciſions, eſpe- 
cially when they are directly contrary to 
thoſe of our bleſſed Saviour and his apo- 
ſtles ; but the weakneſs of the church's pre- 
| tence to any ſuch authority has been ſo fully 
ſhewn in a former diſcourſe in this place, 
that there can be no need for me to in- 
— 5c. 5 
I now proceed to conſider ſome further 
arguments which they urge in defence of 


* See Collection of Records, at the end of Biſhop Bur. 
zet's Hiſtory of the Reformation, Ne. 4. | 
+ Mr. Smyth's Sermon. 
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their Latin ſervice: And here I chuſe to 
take notice of thoſe which I find in a Ca- 
_ techiſm that has been lately publiſhed, and 
is cautiouſly diſtributed to ſuch as they 
would draw into their communion ; and 
which therefore we may ſuppoſe contains 
ſuch reaſons for it as they chiefly rely upon, 
or which they think will be moſt likely to 
impreſs the minds of thoſe they deal with. 
Therein this queſtion is propoſed, «© Why 
« do the church celebrate the maſs in La- 
ce tin, which the people, for the moſt part, 
ce does not underſtand?” And to this they 
have four things to anſ wer. 
Firſt, Becauſe © it is the ancient lan- 
“ guage of the church, uſed in the pub- 
« lick liturgy in all ages, in the Weſtern 
« parts of the world” To which I an- 
ſwer, . | ks = 
That if it was uſed in the Weſtern, it was 
_ otherwiſe in the Eaſtern parts of the world, 
for there the Greeklanguage was uſed, as be- 
ing commonly underſtood; and even at this 
day where there are, in thoſe parts, any 
_ churches remaining, who profeſs the Chri- 
ſtian religion, they have their publick wor- 
ſhip in their own language, as is owned by 
ſome of the Popiſh writers, and particu- 
_ larly concerning the Armenians, Ethiopians, 
_ Ruſſians, and others. Again, 5 
It does not appear, that even in all the 
Weſtern parts of the world, their publick 

5 5 offices 
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offices have in all ages been in the Latin 


tongue; for tho it might be ſo in the earlier 
ages of the church, yet in later times it has 
been otherwiſe; and particularly we are aſ- 
ſured that in the gth century the Bobemians 
had their publick ſervice in the S/ avonian 


tongue, which was the common language 
of their country, and that by the allowance 


of the Pope himſelf; and that this conti- 


nued for ſome ages. *, 


But tho' it ſhould be allowed that the 


Latin tongue has been generally uſed in 


their publick liturgy in the Weſtern parts of 


the world, it will not from thence follow 


that it ſhould always be retained and in- 
ſiſted on. I own that it was for ſome ages 
uſed there, as the Greek was in the Eaſtern; 
but then it was when that language was in 


common uſe in thoſe places, and generally 


underſtood by the inhabitants of them. 
Origen ſays, That the Grecians in their 


ce prayers uſe the Greek, and the Romans 


ce the Latin tongue; and ſo every one ac- 


« cording to his language, prayeth to God 


<« and praiſeth him as he is able,” T And 
Bellarmine himſelf grants, That not on- 
ly in the times of the apoſtles, all the 
ce people were wont to anſwer in divine 
< offices, (and therefore muſt underſtand ; 


* AEneas Syvins Hiſt. . c. 13. 
+ Lib. contra CAR, p. 402. 
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ee the language in which they were per- 
*« formed) but that the ſame was a long 
c time after obſerved both in the Eaftern 
« and Weſtern church, as is evident from 
“ Chryſoſtom, Ferom, &c. But their be- 
ing in Latin then, when that language was 


K 


common, is no good reaſon why they 
ſhould continue to be ſo, when it is become 
a dead language, and underſtood by very 


few in any country, as it has now been for 
many ages. Whatever preſcription it may 


plead, yet being now an unknown tongue, 


and the generality of men, by being obliged 
to the uſe of it, rendered incapable of wor- 
ſhipping God with underſtanding ; ſure it is 


highly fit it ſhould be laid aſide. But this 


is a favour which the church of Rome is very 
unwilling to grant, for tho' (as I hinted be- 


fore) it had been allowed to the Bohemians 

by Pope John the VIIIth; yet two hun- 
dred years after, Gregory the VIIth wrote 
to Uratiſlaus of Bohemia, that he could 


not permit the celebration of divine offices 


in the Slavonian tongue; and he comman- 


ded that prince to oppoſe the people therein 
with all his forces. * Upon which arch- 


biſhop Tillotſon juſtly remarks, „It ſeems 
*© he thought it a cauſe worth fighting for, 
* and that it were better the people ſhould 


rents Tranſlation of F. Pauls Hiſt, of the Council 
« be 


of Trent, p, 540, 
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« be killed, than ſuffered to underſtand 
« their prayers,” 

A 2 reaſon why their maſs i is in Latin, 
tho' the moſt part of the people don't un- 
derſtand it, is, For a greater uniformity 
« 1n the publick worſhip, that ſo a Chri- 


« ſtian in whatſoever country he chances 


to be, may ſtill find the liturgy per- 


CL For in ſuch a manner, and in the 


« fame language to which he is accuſtomed 
* at home.” To this I reply, 
That I ſee not of what great Importance 


it is that an exact uniformity in the pub- 


lick worſhip of God ſhould be obſerved in 


all countries; but ſuppoſe that it may be | 
duly and acceptably performed, tho' ſome- 
what different rites and cuſtoms ſhould be 


uſed in different places. And this the church 
of Rome itſelf allows; for in the 4th gene- 


ral council of Lateran it is decreed, © That 
« becauſe in moſt parts within the ſame 


*« city and dioceſe, people of divers lan- 


e guages are mixed, having with one faith 


« divers rites and cuſtoms, we ſtrictly 


« charge that the biſhops of ſuch cities and 
« dioceſes provide fit men, who accord- 
ing to the diverſity of their rites and 


© tongues, may celebrate to them divine 
tc offices, and miniſter the eccleſiaſtical ſa- 
&« craments, inſtructing them both by word 
ec and example.” * But ſuppoſing it to be 


„ Concil. Lat. c. 9. 
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of ſome importance, yet I think it is of 


much greater that the people ſhould be al- 
lowed to underſtand what they do in the 
ſolemn acts of religion ; and as a learned 


perſon ſays, That it is very unreaſonable 


that for the fake of a few that travel, 
« the many that ſtay at home ſhould be 


cc left deſtitute, and for one man's conve- 


* nience ten thouſand be expoſed to eter- 
„ nal perdition.” * Here I cannot for- 
bear tranſcribing a paſſage of the late arch- 
biſhop Tilloſſon, who having repreſented the 
Papiſts as ſaying, That it is convenient 
e that God ſhould be ſerved and worſhip- 
te ped in the fame language all the world 


4 over; replies, Convenzent for whom? For 


35 « God, or for the people? Not for God 
_« ſurely, for he underſtands all other lan- 
„ guages as well as Latin, and for any 
thing we know to the contrary, likes 
e them as well; and certainly it cannot be 


« ſo convenient for the people, becauſe they 
« generally underſtand no language but 
6 their own; and it is very inconvenient 
*« they ſhould not underſtand what they 
« do in the ſervice of God. But perhaps 


5 « they mean it is convenient for the Ro- 
* ziſh church to have it ſo, becauſe this 
de will look like an argument that they are 


2 Biſhop Willians. 
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« the Catholicꝶ or univerſal church, when 
« the language which was originally theirs, 
<« ſhall be the univerſal language in which 
< all nations ſhall ſerve God; and by this 
means alſo they may bring all nations to 
<< be of their religion, and yet make them 
< never the wiſer. And this is a very great 
convenience, becauſe knowledge is a trou- 
bleſome thing, and ignorance very quiet 
% and peaceable, rendering men fit to be 
“ governed, and unfit to diſpute,” “ 
Another reaſon which they offer why 
their maſs is celebrated in Latin, is © to 
ce avoid the changes which all | vulgar lan- 
* guages are daily expoſed to.” But me- 
thinks here it may ſuffice to ſay, that ſure 
the remedy is much worſe than the diſeaſe; 
for the inconveniences that may ariſe from 
any changes which vulgar languages are 

| ſubject to, are : ſmall and inconſiderable 

- compariſon of the damage which men 
muſt ſuſtain by being obliged to worſhip 
Sd in a language they are wholly ſtrangers 
to. Beſides, to urge this as a reaſon for their 
Latin ſervice, is in effect to give up the 
_ cauſe, for it goes on the ſuppoſition that 
vulgar languages, by the changes which 
they are ſubject to, may in time become 
1 unintelligible 3 and if this be a reaſon 


* Tilletfon's Works, folio, Vol. 1. P. 27 7. | | 


— 


At 


why they ſhould not be uſed in divine 


worſhip, then ſurely it holds much ſtronger 
againſt the Latin tongue, which is already 


ſo, to the greateſt part of men in all 


places. 


The fourth and laſt reaſon which they 


urge for having their maſs in Latin, is, 
« That the maſs being a ſacrifice which the 


” prieſt as miniſter of Chriſt is to offer, 


e and the prayers of the maſs being moſt- 


ly fitted for this end; it is enough that 
„e they be in a language which he (f. e. 


ce the prieſt) underſtands. Nor, fay they, 


« 1s this any ways 1njurious to the people, 
c who are inſtructed to accompany him 
c in every part of this facrifice by prayers 
« accommodated to their devotion, which 


« they have in their ordinary prayer-books, 8 
Anſwer, 


Whether or no the maſs be a ierifice 
which the prieſt as miniſter of Chriſt is to 


offer, is not my huſineſs here to inquire. 
But tho' it ſhould be fo, and the prayers 
of the maſs be moſtly fitted for that end, 
yet I ſee not why upon that account it 
ſhould be ſufficient that the prieſt under- 
ſtands them ; for if the people have any 
concern in the ſervice he is performing, I 


ſhould think they, as well as he, ſhould 


underſtand what he is doing. "And this 
they themſelves ſeem to allow when they 
| F ſay, 
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fay, that the people are inſtructed to ac- 
company him in every part of the ſacrifice 
by prayers accommodated to their devotion, 
which they have in their ordinary prayer- 
books. And if they ought to underſtand 
what he is doing, I cannot but think they 
are injurious to them, in concealing the ſer- 
vice from them in a language they are un- 
acquainted with, and only referring them 
to their ordinary prayer-books for their 
direction. 3 
And now having given you an account 
of what the apoſtle has ſaid concerning 
the uſe of an unknown tongue in the pub- 
lick worſhip of God, and alſo ſhewn the 
weakneſs of what our adverſaries are wont 
to alledge to evade the force of his argu- 
ments, and to ſupport their practiſe of cele- 
brating divine offices in a language which 
the people are generally ſtrangers to, 1 
think we have already ſufficient ground to 
conclude that this their practiſe is not only 
i nexpedient but unlawful too. But I pro- 
poſed, i gee. 


IV. More directly to prove this, and I 
think we can have no reaſon to doubt of it, 
if we conſider, 8 1 

In the firſt place, that it is contrary to 
ſeripture, which is the great rule to direct 
us how we are to worſhip God, This in 
3 oo ſome 
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ſome meaſure appears from what has been 
already ſaid, and might be more fully and 
diſtinctly repreſented, if I had time. 

Tho' reaſon tells us that God is to be 
worſhipped, yet it is chiefly from the /cr:p- 
tures that we are to learn how we may wor- 
{hip him in an acceptable manner. But the 
directions which are therein given us for 
this purpoſe, are rendred impracticable by 
obliging men to worſhip in a language they 
underſtand not. Therein we are directed 
to pray and praiſe with underſtanding *, 
and to draw near to God with a true 
heart F; and to lift up our hearts with our 
hands to God in the heavens 3, and to pray 
in faith, in a humble dependance on the 
_ promiſes of God, thro' the merit and me- 
diation of our Lord Jeſus, for our accept- 
ance with him. But how is it poflible 
that theſe and ſuch like directions can be 
obſerved, and the ends of worſhip ſuffici- 


ently attained, when men are utter ſtrangers 


to the language in which it is performed ? 
It is to me an impoſition upon the com- 
mon ſenſe of mankind to ſuppoſe, that our 
underſtandings can be imployed, or our 
hearts engaged, or that faith can be duly 
exerciſed, when we know not the meaning 


* Ver. 15. Pſalm Ari * + Heb. X, 31. 
t Lam. ili. 41. e OY OY 
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of the words we make uſe of. If it be 
faid, that if the people come with an in- 
tention to ſerve God, and do exerciſe a gene- 


ral devotion, that is accepted, tho they do not 
particularly underſtand the prayers that are 


made; I anſwer : This is more than they 
have any warrant to ſay. How far it may 


be accepted in thoſe who are taught to be- 


lieve it, and know no better, I will not pre- 
tend to determine; but it is plain that ſuch 
a general devotion does by no means come 
up to what the ſcriptures require of us, and 


therefore they act a very ill part in making 5 


it neceſſary for them to take up with it. 
Beſides, The uſe of an unknown tongue 


in the worſhip of God, is contrary to the 


pra 171 of 727 primitive church, yea of all 


_ Chriſtian churches. for many ages. This 


has been ſo clearly proved by our Proteſtant 
writers in this controverſy, that I need not 


nov inſiſt upon it.“ Yea fo full and ſtrong 
are the evidences of it, that many of their 
own authors have ban forced to acknow- 


ledge it. And if the worſhip of God in the 


common and vulgar tongue was the practiſe 
of our bleſſed ſaviour and his apoſtles, and 


of Chriſtians for many hundred years after 


their days, I ſee not what right the church 


* Biſhop 7/illiams's diſcourſe on the worſhip of God i in 
an unknown tongue, — and a Treatiſe in confutation of the 
Latin ſervice ad in the church of Rome. 
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of Rome had to alter it, or with what face 
they can deny men this privilege, when they 
have neither ſcripture nor antiquity to ſup- 


port them in it. 

ea 1 add further, that the worſhip of 
God in an unknown tongue, 1s contrary 
to reaſon, and what our own minds if duly 
attended to, muſt tell us, is not a reaſonable 
ſervice. And here I think I may appeal 


to every man who will allow himſelf to 
judge impartially, Who is there that has any 
| Juſt conceptions of God himſelf, but muſt 


_ conclude, that ſuch a worſhip is neither fit 


for us to offer, nor for him to accept ? It 
is not fit for us to offer, who as reaſonable | 
creatures are ſuppoſed to act reaſonably, and 


therefore to underſtand what we are a- 
bout, eſpecially in ſo ſolemn an action. 


Nor is it fit for God to accept from us, 


who as he has endued us with underſtand- 
ing, and will and affections, ſo has a right 
to expect that theſe ſhould be imployed in 
his ſervice ; and when they are not, may 
he not reject it with difdain, and fay as he 
did to his people of old in another caſe, 


Offer it now to thy governour, Wt J be he 


pleaſed with thee, or accept thy perſon ? xx 


And thus I hope it appears, that the 
practiſe of the Romiſh church, in obliging 


* Mal. i i. 8. 
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men to worſhip God in an unknown 


tongue, is unlawful, as well as 7nexpedient. 


And now to cloſe all in a few words, 


Let us bleſs God for the Reformation, one 


happy effect of which was, the reſtoring 


us to the uſe of our bible, and to the pri- | 


vilege of worſhipping God in our own lan- 


_ guage ; and let us be thankful for all the 
kind appearances of his providence in fa- 


vour of theſe nations, whereby both our 


civil and religious liberties have been ſecured 
and handed down to us, notwithſtanding 
the reſtleſs efforts of our enemies, to de- 
5 = us of them, and we have now the 

ope and proſpect of having them long 


Contanaed. "_ 
Let us pity the caſe of thoſe who are 


1 ep el of theſe great and ineſtimable 
bleſſings, who are denied the free uſe of 
the ſcriptures, and are obliged to perform 
their publick worſhip in a language un- 
known to them, whereby it is rendred 


very difficult, if not impoſſible for them 


to perform it in a right manner; and while 


they are taught that there is no ſalvation 
out of their church, are denied the very 


beſt means of Grattan | in it. 


And as we are enjoying theſe e 


let us take care to make a due improvement 
of them. Let us endeavour to be well ac- 
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quainted with the ſcriptures. This, among 


other advantages we ſhall gain by it, will 
be our beſt defence againſt the errors of 


Popery; for whatever the church of Rome 
may pretend, the greateſt part of their re- 


ligion has no foundation there. And in all 
our attendances on God in the duties of 


his worſhip, let us take care to behave with 
a ſuitable frame and temper of mind, re- 
membring that He 7s a ſpirit, and will be 
worſhipped in ſpirit and truth, * and can 
have no pleaſure in thoſe who draw nigb to 


him with their lips, while their hearts are 


far from him. T. This is a behaviour very 


unbecoming in any who profeſs to wor- 


ſhip God; but it will be more inexcuſable 


in us who are allowed the privilege of our 


own language, than in thoſe who are obli- 
ged to worſhip in an unknown tongue, 


* John iv. 2 Mark vii. 6. 
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